Empowering Women in Digital: AIUB's Commitment to Cybersecurity Awareness
On July 1st, 2024, the Department of Management Information Systems (MIS), American International University-Bangladesh (AIUB) hosted an event titled "Exploring the World of Cybersecurity: A Technological Introduction for Students". The event, which ran from 10 am to 1 pm, aimed to raise awareness about cybersecurity and its importance among 32 female students from the BBA and CSE programs. The key resource persons for the event were Ms. Achia Khaled Nila, the Founder and CEO of Women in Digital and Ms. Elham Nusrat, Software Engineer, from Women in Digital. 
The mission and vision of "Women in Digital" were delineated by the speakers. Their software development business is comprised of a team of highly experienced female engineers who are dedicated to enhancing the representation of women in the digital economy. The speakers covered case studies on the use of the internet in public places, mobile hacking, and cyberbullying, providing students with a comprehensive understanding of the challenges and risks associated with the digital landscape. The workshop's focus on cybersecurity education directly contributes to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 5 (Gender Equality). By empowering female students with knowledge and skills in cybersecurity, the event helps to bridge the gender gap in the digital and technology fields, aligning with the commitment to promote gender equality and women's empowerment.
The workshop was organized by Mr. Baijed, a Lecturer in the Department of MIS, who delivered the opening speech and introduced the guests. Mr. Nahid, a Senior Assistant Professor and the Head of the Department of MIS, gave the vote of thanks. Other faculty members in attendance included Mr. Tahrul Islam, Mr. AKM Kamrul, Dr. Partha and Dr. Aftab. The event was designed to align with AIUB's commitment to raising awareness about cybersecurity and its impact on students' academic, professional, and personal lives.
At the end of the workshop, the Faculty of Business Administration (FBA) at AIUB and Women in Digital signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The signatories were Dr. Rezbin, the Director of FBA, and Ms. Achia Khaled Nila. This MOU will be mutually beneficial for both organizations, as it will foster collaboration and create opportunities for joint initiatives. AIUB's partnership with Women in Digital will further strengthen its efforts to empower women in the digital and technology sectors, providing students with access to specialized training, mentorship, and career development opportunities. The event was held in Lab 2201, Annex-2, at the AIUB campus, providing a conducive environment for the interactive sessions and hands-on learning experiences. The collaboration between AIUB and Women in Digital demonstrates the university's commitment to preparing its students, particularly women, for the challenges and opportunities of the digital age. By equipping them with essential cybersecurity knowledge and skills, AIUB is empowering its students to navigate the digital landscape safely and effectively, ultimately contributing to their academic, professional, and personal success. This event is a testament to AIUB's dedication to fostering a culture of innovation, technology, and inclusivity, where women are encouraged to explore and excel in the field of cybersecurity. The partnership with Women in Digital further solidifies AIUB's position as a leading institution that prioritizes the development of well-rounded, tech-savvy, and socially responsible graduates.
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