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Enduring Policy Ideals and Practices:
Bangabandhu’s Speech at the United
Nations and Bangladesh’s Voting Records
at the Assembly, 2001-2017

Mohammad Zahidul Islam Khan

1. Introduction

On 25 September 1974, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman'
delivered a historic speech at the 29t gession of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA). This was the first “strategic
communication™ by the Father of the Nation at the Assembly following
the newly born country’s admission to the United Nations. Apart from
the well-known and much-to-be-proud of fact that the speech was
delivered in Bangla, the content of this speech stands out as a key
document, begging to be studied and analyzed from an international
relations (IR) perspective and the enduring ideals it contained.®* The
speech, hailed as the “Magna Carta” of Bangladesh’s multilateral
diplomatic principles, stands on the pillars of international peace and
security based upon justice and economic emancipation. The chequered

historical context and the importance attached to this widely quoted
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document demand a Systematic and evidence-based comparative analysis
of the ideals outlined by Bangabandhu with Bangladesh’s practice of
supporting global agendas. Thus, this paper seeks to answer: to Wh;@t
extent has Bangladesh remained seized in supporting the enduring ideals
on key global issues enunciated by Bangabandhu in his speech at the
United Nations in 19749 Answering this question entails : (i) content
analysis to identify the key global issues and the enduring ideals outlined
by Bangabandhu and; (ii) employing a benchmark to assess
Bangladesh’s support to those ideals at the United Natjons. The primary
evidence to answer the research question is from Bangabandhu’s speech
and Bangladesh’s contemporary voting records of 1,284 UNGA
resolutions that were put to vote between 2001-2017 at the UNGA. The
use of the UNGA voting records as a benchmark to compare the ideals
begs justification. While a detail discussion on the relevance and
suitability of the UNGA voting records is beyond the scope of this paper
and can be found elsewhere,* a brief mention of its nature could be
useful.

The UNGA voting record is a product of the epistemic community.’ A
majority vote on a resolution reflects a consensus on global norms at the
Assembly. Nevertheless, the resolutions are also non-binding, hence
regarded as “inconsequential” compared to the resolutions adopted in the
Security Council. The voting preferences reflect member states’ choices on
a global issue, at a point of time, on which the member state may or may
not take actions.® Most of the resolutions adopted at the UNGA. are without
a vote. Many that are put to vote are also routine and recurring in nature.
The voting data of the 1,284 resolutions, used in this paper, were adopted
in 1,873 plenary meetings between 2001-2017 (figure 1). The range of
issues discussed at the plenary meetings, and the fact that the voting is a
formal expression of member states’ opinion, makes the data meaningful,
and the platform, a key source for global policy innovation, diffusion and
norm socialization, albeit in a non-binding manner.
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Figure 4(5).1  Total Plenary Meetings and Resolution Adopted by
Vote in 56-72" UNGA Sessions’

Figure 1.1 : Planary meetings in 56th - 72nd UNGA sessions (2001-2017)

Sessions

Figure 1.1 : Resolutions adopted in the 56th - 72nd UNGA sessions (2001-2017)
Sessions

Source: Author’s compilation from UNGA Index of Proceeding 2001-2017
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The Assembly is the hub for the proliferation and advancement of
global norms on human righté, nuclear non-proliferation, disarmament,
decolonization, democracy and developmental issues. Figure 2 depicts the
broad categories and the subsets of the thematic issues of the 1,284
resolutions. Researchers have used the UNGA voting data to investigate
dynamic state preferences, systemic polarity in the international system,
foreign aid effectiveness, alliance building, probability of conflicts, “third
world” solidarity and so on.* The salience attached to different agendas
and the member states’ position on those issues, make the voting records
a useful prism reflecting the “min » of a member state. Thus, Bangladesh’s

voting records could be a useful prism to investigate the extant at which
the country remained seized in supporting the ideals on key global issues

enunciated by Bangabandhu in his speech at the United Nations.
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Figure 4(5).2  Thematic Categories of UNGA Resolutions: 2001-2017 (N=1284)

Figure 2.1 : Broad thematic categories Figure 2.2 : Subsets of thematic categories
Subsets
Disarmament—advancementl 11
Peace & Security-Law of Seaf] 18
Peace & Security-Advancement 20
Decoracy-Advancemnetlj 24
Disarmament-Outer Spacel 27
Development-Budget & Finan.. 28
fbeconinas) Non-Proliferation-Missilesl 28
- Peace & Security-Country Spe.l 37
Development-Economic & En.JB 66
Development—Advancemem- 71
HR-Country-specificlig 72
Nuclear Weapon Free world/Zo.. 8 76
Decolonisation§i 77
Disarmament-General & COmpl..- 122
Nuclear Non-Proliferation- Adv. S 140

B Decolonisation & Democracy
Bl Developmental
B Disarmament

g Human Rights + Palestinian Issue HR-Advancemen 203

B g&iﬁear Non-Proliferation HR-Palestinian Issul 252

8 Peace & Sccurity 0 100 200 300
Resolutions

Source: Author’s compilation from UNGA Index of Proceeding 2001-2017

The paper fills the void in extant literature by offering a systemic and
evidence-based analysis, contrasting the practice of descriptive and
impressionistic account of this historic speech.? The paper is organized as
follows. First, a brief context of Bangladesh’s birth and entry to the United
Nations, highlighting the diplomatic wrangling in the Security Council
regarding country’s membership bid followed by the global and domestic
situation, is discussed. It helps us to better connect and comprehend the
speech. Second, the content of the speech (the official record in English)
is analyzed using an inductive method, to identify the policy guidance on
key global issues and norms. It helps us to establish where Bangabandhu
wanted the country to stand, supporting and advancing which global
agendas. Following this, Bangladesh’s adherence to these ideals, such as,
international peace and justice, human rights (HR), disarmament, nuclear
non-proliferation, economic emancipation, regional cooperation and so
on, is traced by taking the country’s voting records on 1,284 UNGA
resolutions. The later discussion is preceded by outlining the data sources
and methodology used in this paper.

O (i
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2. Bangladesh’s Entry to the United Nations

" The birth of Bangladesh in 1971 is the only example of forcibly creating
a new state propelled by ethnic-linguistic movement in the Cold War era.'
Amidst a juxtaposed position of the two superpowers, two successive
Soviet vetoes at the Security Council facilitated Bangladesh’s birth."
However, Bangladesh’s membership in the United Nations was not a
straightforward issue. The country applied for the membership in August
1972. By the end of 1972, all global political powerhouses (except
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and China) and several international organizations
had extended the courtesy of official recognition to Bangladesh;'? yet the
Security Council did not recommend Bangladesh’s membership until
1974. This was the only exception in the Council’s history of processing
membership applications between 1972-74.1 The lengthy discussions led
t0 2 vote on the “attitude” of members'* towards Bangladesh’s membership
bid and culminated in tabling two additional draft resolutions alongside
the “three-Power draft resolution” tabled by the Soviet Union, United
Kingdom, India and Yugoslavia for Bangladesh’s immediate entry to the
United Nations (see Table 1).

China (presumably on Pakistan’s behest) suggested to “postpone”
Bangladesh’s membership. Citing the Council resolution 307 {1971),
Assembly resolution 3793 (XXVI), and the Charter, China tabled a draft
‘solution to defer Bangladesh’s membership bid until the withdrawal of
the Indian troops from Bangladesh and the release and repatriation of the
srisoners of war.!® Although the Chinese draft resolution failed to obtain
the required vote, China’s veto against three-Power draft resolution
'310771) resulted in deferring Bangladesh’s entry to the United Nation.
Interestingly, this was the first veto by China in the Security Council.' In
1974, Bangladesh applied for “renewed consideration” of her membership.
The 1776™ Meeting of the Security Council recommended Bangladesh’s
spplication and the country became the 136" member of the United Nation
= 17 September 1974-paving the way for Bangabandhu’s historic speech
2+ the Assembly later in the same month."?



238 Bangabandhu and Bangladesh: An Epic of a Nation's Emergence and Emancipation

Table 4(5).1 Security Council Voting Record on the Question of
Bangladesh’s Admission to the UN in 1972

. Draft 3 e ; T
; In favour Against Abstention Outcome
. Resolution v 3 - .

1660" Meeting of the Security Council on 25 August 1972

g : Argentina, :

S/10768 & : 5 India, USSR, Belgium, .Not adopted.

s = | China, Guinea, e Fin o
Cort. 1 (China) Yugoslavia France, Italy, .| (failed to obtain

. - Sudan - X 5 i
. for Japan, Panama, | nine affirmative
postponement : Somalia, UK, votes).
: ; : USA.

S/10775 Argentina,

(Guinea, Guinea,  India, USSR,  Belgium, Nof adopec
3 ; : ? (failed to obtain
Somalia & Somalia, UK, Yugoslavia China, France, wino aff e
Sudan) for ~ Sudan, U.S.A. Italy, Sote0)
amendment Japan, Panama. 3

: Argentina; : .
S/A0771 (India, Belgium, : Not adopted.
USSR,/ UK, | France, India, " Guinea, (negative vote

Yugoslavia - Italy, 5 < Somalia, being that of a
g ) = Chiha = f

for imniediate | Japan, Panama, | - Sudan. permanent

membership USSR, UK,
CLSAT
Yugoslavia

member)- .

Source: Security Council, Official Record, S/PV-1660, pp. 7-10

From a global perspective, the United States and China the two P-3
members, insofar as their governments were concerned, had overtly opposed
Bangladesh’s war of liberation. The post-World War I bipolar world system
was a significant determinant of member state’s behaviour and political
proximity in the global forum. The politics of the Cold War had a distinctive
impact in South Asia. China viewed that the “Soviet socialist-imperialism™
was playing the “most insidious role in South Asia” to further “control India
and Bangladesh” and increase its “sphere of influence” in the Indian Ocean
region.'® China viewed the Indo-Soviet treaty of peace, friendship and co-
operation signed in August 1971 as an “aggressive military alliance”, that
had stripped off India’s “cloak of non-alliance.”
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Amidst the constant flux of the bipolar world, the non-aligned
movement portended a change in the United Nation’s emphasis and
approach to the world issues. The expansion of the non-aligned presence
in the Assembly allowed space for the small states to operate as an active,
independent agent, perhaps foreshadowing the displacement of balance-of-
power politics by the Security Council and to cast off the role thrusted
upon them as a “pawn” of the two superpowers."?

The fight for self-determination was ongoing in many parts of the world,
most notably in the Middle East and Africa. The period also witnessed the
recurrence of global economic crises, triggered by the oil crisis and high
inflations, culminating in the skyrocketing prices of food items and
manufactured goods. The natural disasters and famine had exacerbated the
plight of millions of people in many countries including Bangladesh. The
war-ravaged Bangladesh was faced with the worst famine in decades that
begun in March 1974 and ended in December of the same year and massive
flooding along the Brahmaputra river resulting in high mortality.

In sum, the events leading to Bangabandhu’s speech at the Assembly in
1974 was quite chequered. The geopolitical context implied that the
country’s “strategic communication” in the United Nations platform should
be pragmatic, measured and at the same time bold against extant global
injustice, discrimination and inequality. It needed to set out an inclusive and
enduring diplomatic principle for the newly independent country that would
facilitate translating the growing recognition of Bangladesh into pledge for
material assistance by the global community to rebuild the country. As a
pragmatists and astute statesman, Bangabandhu skilfully balanced all these
aspects in his speech. His enduring policy guidance for charting
Bangladesh’s engagements in the international arena is removed from the
pretences and duplicity. It reflects his profound political acumen and wisdom
to place the newly independent country as worthy equal amidst the power
dynamics of a bipolar world system. Indeed, the speech stands out as the
“Magna Carta” of Bangladesh’s multilateral diplomatic principles.2’

3. Data and Methodology

The mainstay of the data used in this paper is from the official records of
relevant Security Council and General Assembly meetings, statements,
speeches, voting records and resolutions. The data is retrieved from the
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United Nations based websites, such as the Dag Hammarskjold Libram
and United Nations Digital library. Chapter VII of the Repertoire of 15
Practice of the Security Council? contains the deliberations on &5
references to the question of membership by a newly independent county
The voting record on resolutions is obtained from The Index =
Proceedings of the General Assembly, published each year by UN.
Department of Public Information (UN DPI). The Index also provides e
list of resolutions adopted by recorded or roll-call vote at the Assembly
The vote by each member state is recorded in the textual form suchas ¥
(for “yes”), N (for “no0™), A (for abstention) and “blank” indicating
absence. Bangladesh’s voting data from 1975 is available. However, this
paper uses Bangladesh’s voting record from the fifty-sixth session throughs
the seventy-second session (2001-2017). Three interrelated factors suppoT
this period selection of the voting recors for analysis. First, from an IR
perspective, the events of 11 September, 2001 in the United States have
ushered a new understanding and alignments of the members states.
influencing their voting positions, most notably on terrorism and security
related agendas.”> The period covered allows us to account for thess
changes, if any. Second, the member states’ voting preference is often
influenced by the “regime in power, pressure and capacity”. During this
selected period, the country was ruled by two major political parties and
a caretaker government, allowing us to capture the variations, if any. Third.
the sample voting record must be varied in nature to include different
agendas allowing us to compare the policy ideals. The period (2001-2017)
satisfies this condition as it is large enough to include country’s voting
preferences on wide-ranging resolutions.

As mentioned in the introduction, the research question entails a
qualitative content analysis followed by employing a benchmark to
compare the policy ideals with the practices. An inductive method is used
to analyze the content of the speech, focussing on the language intensity
and similarity to classify the texts into an efficient number of thematic
categories that represent similar ideas and meanings.”’ Subsequently, the
data on Bangladesh’s voting preference on UNGA Resolutions (2001-
2017) is used to compare the country’s support to the specific ideals and
thematic issues as derived by the inductive method.
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4. Thematic Issues of Bangabandhu’s Speech

The speech contains overlapping themes, articulated in 95 sentences
giouped under 23 paragraphs. A subjective interpretation of the sentences
(excluding the pleasantries) through a systematic process of classification
and quantification of similar themes results in identifying six key thematic
issues and their number of occurrences (see Figure 3). The views on these
issues help us to draw inference about where Bangabandhu wanted
Bangladesh to stand, supporting which agendas and for what purpose and
subsequently compare that with country’s voting records at the UNGA.

Figure 4(5).3  Content Analysis of Bangabandhu’s Historic Speech at the 29th
Session of the UNGA, 1974 (Occurrences of Key Themes)

Nature of text

Peace/Justice/Peaceful
Coexistence/Non-alignment/
Multilateralism

Primacy of UN/Charter/
Activities

Human Rights/Rights for self-
determination/Decolonisation/
Discrimination

Economic emancipation/Poverty/

Regional Peace (Including with
Pakistan)

Disarmament/Non-proliferation/
Arms race

0 o2 6 18 01 26 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30
Occurance

Source: Author’s compilation from Official Document, A/PV.2243, 25 September 1974.

International Peace, Justice and Foreign Policy Alignment

The speech captures Bangabandhu’s profound wisdom and support for
world peace. He viewed peace as the »deepest aspirations” of mankind, an
“imperative for the survival” which must be based on “justice” to endure
and sustain. He believed in the principles of peaceful coexistence and of
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friendship to all and malice towards none—a core thinking that remains
the hallmark of Bangladesh’s foreign policy. Bangabandhu stressed that,
only an environment of peace would enable Bangladesh (and other
developing countries alike) to mobilize and concentrate national energies
and resources in “combating the scourges of poverty, hunger, disease,
illiteracy and unemployment.” His strong support for the non-aligned
movement stemmed from his conviction that the movement is a powerful
“forces of peace and progress.”?* Accordingly, he wanted Bangladesh to
avoid being the object in a political tug of war in the bipolar system. He
envisioned a position for Bangladesh in which the country will stand along
all nations of the world as worthy equals. His vision remains relevant in
South Asia where two key regional powers are vying for keeping the
smaller states, including Bangladesh, under their sphere of influence.”

Figure 4(5).4  Bangladesh’s Voting Record in Peace & Security Issues

(% of “Y/N/A’ votes, n=72*)

=B Yes
= No
m Abstention

Source: Author’s compilation.

* Data includes resolutions where Bangladesh was present and voting.

Bangladesh’s adherence to the Father of the Nation’s pragmatism on
global peace and justice can be traced in country’s voting records in the
peace and security related resolutions at the UNGA (see figure 4). These
resolutions propose the establishment of the zone for peace and
cooperation, adherence to the law of the sea, territorial integrity of the
member states, use of science and technology for international security
and disarmament, etc. Out of the 72 such resolutions in which Bangladesh
was present and voting, the country supported 69 resolutions (96 per cent)
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with no opposition. The three abstention votes by Bangladesh relates t0
question of the unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo® (in
2008), territorial integrity of Ukraine?’ (in 2013) and the withdrawal of
foreign military forces from Moldova® (in 2017). Beyond the voting
records, Bangladesh’s leadership role in mooting the notion and steering the
UNGA resolution on “Culture of Peace”™ and consistent contribution in
the service of peace under the United Nations peacekeeping missions, attest
country’s strong adherence to the enduring ideals enunciated by the Father
of the Nation. Wearing blue helmets, a staggering 1,46,095 Bangladeshi
peacekeepers have served in 54 peacekeeping operations around 40
countries.® In sum, the voting records and actions by Bangladesh, including
the supreme sacrifices made by the peacekeepers in the service of peace,
tends to suggest that the country has continued to uphold its “total
commitment to peace” as envisioned by the father of the nation.

Primacy of the United Nations

Bangabandhu viewed the United Nations as 2 noble platform through
which the “aspiration of all men for peace and justice will be realized.”
Described the United Nations as “man’s hope for the future”, he stated
that the “noble ideals enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations are
the very ideals for which millions of our [. Bengali] people have made the
supreme sacrifice” (italics added). By drawing such parallel between the
Charter and the sacrifice of the Bengali people, he essentially highlighted
the universal legitimacy of Bangladesh’s Liberation War. Attesting the
United Nation’s contributions in the human progress, Bangabandhu
acknowledged that, “there are few countries in the world that have a better
realization than Bangladesh of the concrete achievements and potential
for good of the Organization [i.e., UN].” Thus, it is not surprizing to see
that Bangladesh’s Constitution (Art 25) states, “the State shall base its
international relations on the principles of respect for national sovereignty
and equality, non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries,
peaceful settlement of international disputes, and respect for international
Jaw and the principles enunciated in the United Nations Charter...” In
sum, the speech attests Bangabandhu’s staunch support for the United
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Nations and its Charter. But how strongly has Bangladesh demonstrated
her support towards the United Nations in recent years?

Figure 4(5).5 UNGA Voting Record of Bangladesh: 2001-2017

. '
;i 3 i
. B i

56th 57th 58th 59th 60th 61st 62nd 63rd 64th 65th 66th 67th 68th 69th 70th 7lst 72nd ,
Sessions !

(% of “Y/N/A’ votes in eacﬁ session, n=1,270%)

100 “mr—w

% of Vote
wn
<

& Yes_%of Vote g No_%of Vote & Abstention_%of Vote

Source: Author’s compilation.
* Data includes resolutions where Bangladesh was present and voting.

Bangladesh’s practice of supporting or opposing the UNGA resolutions
can provide a practical insight in this regard. During the period of
Bangladesh voted in 1,270 resolutions 2001-17 out of the total 1,284
resolutions that were tabled in the Assembly sessions. Figure 5 shows the
session wise record of the Y/N/A votes by Bangladesh on these resolutions.
Overall, Bangladesh agreed to 92 per cent of the resolutions, disagreed to
only 2.75 per cent and abstained from voting in 5.19 per cent resolutions.
The highest agreement (96 per cent) was in the 58" session while the
maximum number of “no” votes (total 4) by Bangladesh was casted in the
62" session. Be that as it may, the session-wise voting record clearly
demonstrates Bangladesh’s high degree of support and confidence on the
United Nations, attesting to the fact that Bangladesh has continued to view
the platform as “man’s hope for the future”, envisioned by Bangabandhu.

Human Rights and Self-Determination

The speech registers Bangabandhu’s strong endorsement for the universal
human rights and the rights for self-determination. As the iconic leader of
a nation that has just come out of the shackle of oppression after a nine-
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month long Liberation War, Bangabandhu strongly believed in the
“powerful tides of self-determination” and pledged that his country should
always stand firmly “by the side of the oppressed people of the world.”
Applauding the great victories by the people of Algeria, Vietnam and
Guinea-Bissau, he boldly extended his support to the Arabs and the
Palestinian people for their legitimate struggle for self-determination.
Bangabandhu was a great believer in the Universal Declaration of HR.
Citing the provisions of the Declaration, he stressed that “everyone
everywhere should enjoy the economic, social and cultural rights
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality
justice and equality.” He also did not hesitate to tag the apartheid as a
“crime against humanity” stating that it continues to “outrage the
conscience of man”. Noting the great advancement in the decolonization
process, he applauded the “heroic people” of Zimbabwe and Namibia,
engaged in their struggle for national liberation. Thus, it is expected that
Bangladesh’s voting preferences at the UNGA would reflect the enduring
ideals of advancing the global human rights situation, the Palestinian
cause, decolonization and democracy, as articulated by the Father of the
Nation in his historic speech.

The HR, self-determination, decolonization, democratization and the
Palestinian issues constitute around 50 per cent of the total resolutions that
were put to vote at the Assembly between 2001-2017. The resolutions on
Palestinian questions, and country-specific human rights situation
dominates the HR category. These resolutions generally condemn the HR
violation, discriminations and persecution by the member states and the
non-state actors within those countries. The resolutions on advancing
decolonization, democratization and human rights norms call for
enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of self-determination, periodic
and genuine elections and the rights of the women and children. Figure 6
depicts Bangladesh’s voting record on these resolutions. Bangladesh
supported all resolutions on the Palestinian rights—a clear testimony of
adhering to the ideals set out by Bangabandhu.* Bangladesh’s opposition
(i.e., no vote) regarding the advancement of HR resolutions relates to the
provision of a moratorium on the use of the death penalty, an issue that the
country is yet to reconcile like many other member states.
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Figure 4(5).6 ~ Bangladesh’s Voting Record on HR (subset) Related
Resolutions: 2001-17

(% of “Y/N/A’ votes, n=639%)

Deccolonisation & democratisation

Palestine-Israeli Issue IR0

Country-Specific & : ~ i@:ﬁW};ﬁ
w Yes o——— oo B
& No i ! i i !
% Abstention 0 20 40 60 80 100

% of votes

Source: Author’s compilation.

» Data includes resolutions where Bangladesh was present and voting.

Bangladesh’s opposition (in 39 per cent resolutions) and abstention (in
51 per cent resolutions) in case of the country-specific HR resolutions
tends to suggest that the country is strongly aligned with the ideals of “non-
interference” while remaining shy to condemn several country-specific
HR violations. However, such alignment needs to be viewed with two
caveats. First, most freedom struggles in the 1970s were against the
colonial/occupying powers and the HR abuse were by external powers or
their sympathizers. Condemning the HR abuse by such colonial
occupying powers was an accepted global norm. In contrast, the
contemporary HR abuses as recorded in the country-specific reports are
often by the coercive apparatus of the state itself or the non-state actors
within the state. Second, voting choice in resolutions on country-specific
HR situations is politically sensitive as it risks being viewed as
disrespecting the sovereignty and interfering into the internal affairs of a
member state—particularly in case of a neighbour. The centrality of “non-
interference” principle in regional politics and the “near-unanimous
consensus” on this principle has become the corner stone of many Asian
countries to maintain peace and stability®. Thus, it is not surprising to see
that Bangladesh is strongly aligned with the ideals of “non-interference™.
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Economic and Developmental Issues

Bangabandhu envisioned a “‘just international economic order.” In his
speech, he talked about ensuring the most basic economic right for all-
““the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of
himself and his family” and viewed this as a universal responsibility. He
repeatedly emphasized the urgent need for the economic emancipation of
the developing world. Being mindful of the fact that the world was facing
great economic upheavals, he suggested the need for “marshalling the
forces of reason, establishing a framework of international co-operation,
ensuring the sovereignty of each State over its natural resources.” To tackle
the recurring natural disaster, Bangabandhu suggested “an institutional
arrangement by which the international community can move effectively
to meet and prevent such calamities.” He suggested to strengthen the
newly established Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator
(UNDRO), realized later in 1992 by the United Nations.”

Figure 4(5).7  Bangladesh’s Voting Record in Economic &
Developmenal Issues

Issue (% of “Y/N/A’ votes, n=164%)

@ Yes @ No @ Abstention

Source: Author’s compilation.
- Data includes resolutions where Bangladesh was present and voting.
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He also did not hesitate to warn the world leaders that the failure &
establish a just economic order would leave the world with an unparalizied
legacy “of such human misery having to be endured by so many side =
side with such unprecedented levels of affluence and prosperity enjoyes
by so few.” His clarion call for human solidarity and brotherhood ==
regenerate the feeling of and an acknowledgement of interdependence
transcends his time and has become much more relevant in the Covié-1=
era. The voting records (Figure 7) reflect that, Bangladesh has consistents
supported almost all resolutions on developmental and econom <
emancipation and advancement (95 per cent yes votes). Bangladest s
position changed from opposing/abstaining (in 2012 and 2014) %=
supporting the resolution on “entrepreneurship for development™ in 2075
The country has also changed her initial position from supporting e
resolution on “agricultural technology for development” (in 2007) =
“abstaining” in its subsequent occurrences.**

Regional Peace and Cooperation

From a regional perspective, Bangabandhu viewed the birth of Bangladess
as “materially contributing towards the creation of a structure of peace and
stability” that could replace the past confrontation and strife with friendshe
and co-operation for the welfare of the region. He pledged that his count
would continue to strive for good neighbourly relations with all, based o=
the principles of peaceful coexistence, respect for sovereignty and territoriz.
integrity, and non-interference in one another’s internal affairs.

Pursuant to his philosophy of regional peace, Bangabandhu expressec
Bangladesh’s readiness to reconcile her relationship with Pakistan. He
described the clemency granted to 195 Pakistani prisoners of war— accus=c
of war crimes and crime against humanity, as an “investment towards the
opening of a new chapter [with Pakistan] and towards the building of =
future of peace and stability” in the subcontinent. As a humanist anc
pragmatists, he also mentioned the plight of the 63,000 stranded Pakistan:
families who reaffirmed their allegiance to Pakistan calling for their
repatriation and a just division of the assets of former Pakistan.
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Figure 4(5).8  Bangladesh’s Voting Record in Regional Peace & Cooperation

Issue (% of “Y/N/A’ votes, n=45%)

B Yes
% No
¥ Abstention

Source: Author’s compilation.

Bangladesh’s adherence to the Father of the Nation’s pragmatism on
regional peace and cooperation can be traced in country’s voting records
of the relevant resolutions at the UNGA (see Figure 8). These UNGA
resolutions calls for the promotion of multilateralism, confidence-building
measures, respect for the right to universal freedom of travel, conventional
arms control, south-south cooperation and enhancing the role of regional,
subregional organizations and arrangements to consolidate democracy. In
line with Bangabandhu’s enduring ideals, Bangladesh has consistently
supported all such resolutions (100 per cent “yes” vote).

Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament

Bangabandhu emphatically stated the danger of arms race and nuclear
weapons to mankind, calling for their total elimination. Warning that the
world is “haunted by the fear of total destruction, threatened by nuclear
war”” he called upon the world leaders to build a “future free from the
threat of nuclear war.” On disarmament issues, he called for taking “urgent
measures to control the present arms race” to stop the “massive resources
currently being wasted on armaments.” To him, the enemy of the mankind
was “mass starvation”, “unemployment” and the “wretchedness of
deepening poverty.” Instead of spending money in the arms race,
Bangabandhu advocated for sharing the resources and technology on a
global scale so that “men everywhere can begin to enjoy the minimal
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conditions of a decent life”” and realize the common good of mankind.
Bangladesh’s support to these ideals can be traced from her votmg
record on the disarmament & nuclear non-proliferation related resolutoms
_ most of which were recurring in nature. Figure 9 depicts Bangladess &
voting record on the 395 such resolutions that were put to vote betwess
2001-17.35 The evidence suggests that the country has consisienis
supported all such resolutions with three abstentions but no opposizs.
Bangladesh changed her position from “abstaining” to “supporting” =
resolutions on The Hague code of conduct against ballistic missie
proliferation® and advancing multilateral nuclear disarmamess
negotiations.*” The other abstention (in 2001) vote on the issue of “genceal
and complete disarmament” relates to only one of the twenty sections of
the resolution (A/RES/56/24).3 Overall, the voting record is indicative &&
Bangladesh’s strong adherence to the ideals set out by Bangabandhu.

Figure 4(5).9  Bangladesh’s Voting Record in Disarmament & Nuclear Noa-
proliferation Issues (% of *Y/N/A’ votes/session, n=395%)

% of Vote
wn
3

56th 57th 58th 59th 60th 6lst 62nd 63rd 64th 65th 66th 67th 68th 69th 70th 7lst 72=t
Sessions

i
B Yes %of Vote ¥ No_%of Vote # Abstention_%of Vote }

Source: Author’s compilation.
* Data includes resolutions where Bangladesh was present and voting.

6. Conclusion

Forty-six years ago, Bangabandhu, in his first speech at the General
Assembly outlined a set of enduring ideals for the new-born country.
Bangabandhu’s ideals were pragmatic, universal and bold with a vision o
position Bangladesh in the international stage as a peace-loving couniry
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and worthy equal. These ideals included respecting universal human rights,
rights for self-determination, peaceful co-existence, disarmament, non-
proliferation, multilateralism and establishing a just international
economic order. This paper investigated the question: to what extent has
Bangladesh remained seized supporting the enduring ideals on key global
issues enunciated by Bangabandhu in his speech at the United Nations?
The paper used Bangladesh’s voting records at the UNGA for the period
2001-17 to trace country’s adherence to the ideals.

The paper has revealed that, except for the politically sensitive country-
specific human rights issues, Bangladesh continued supporting
Bangabandhu’s ideals with remarkable consistency in all thematic
categories (between 02-100 per cent “yes” votes). Bangabandhu’s
emphasis on the primacy of the United Nations to build a peaceful and
just world, non-alignment, peaceful co-existence, ECONOMIC emancipation
and global solidarity has become much more relevant in the Covid-19 era
and the current geopolitical context of South Asia. The paper opens new
avenues to conduct evidence-based research on the policy ideals and its
practices. The methodology used in this paper can be expanded beyond
the voting records to analyze Bangladesh’s adbrace and actions on each
thematic issue by employing appropriate proxy variables, derived from
the domestic and external context. Such scholarly studies could be a
valuable tribute to the legacy of the Father of the Nation in his birth
centenary year.
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The recurring resolution on agricultural technology for development was put to
vote six times between 2007-17. Bangladesh supported the resolution in 2007 but
abstained in subsequent OCCUITENCES.

These resolutions call for achieving the universality of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT), devising effectively verifiable treaty banning the
production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosives,
design disarmament and non-proliferation education and training programme t0
promote a culture of non-violence and peace.

This recurring resolution was put to vote seven times between 2004-2017.
Bangladesh abstained from voting in 2004 but supported the resolutions in all
subsequent occurrences.

This recurring resolution was put to vote six times at the UNGA between 2012-
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Resolution on general and complete disarmament (A/RES/56/24) contains 22
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