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PROBLEMS OF PRONUNCIATION FOR SECONDARY LEVEL STUDENTS LEARNING
ENGLISH AS SECOND LANGUAGE IN BANGLADESH

PROCIAN MAHBUB IBNA SERAJ'

ARSTHRALCT
This poper investigmes problams with English prosinsiation emnng secondory level stodests, sdentiliing
key measons foe the promascieion problens and meommending aofinions. B beging with discussing the
sulue of ingeflipible pronuncaticn and reviewing the relevant lierstune. Mol i1 fociuses on shidents
prommcintion probiems with consonams pnd wimeels (drawing the dilference of plac: and manner o
articaiation between Hengnli and English} and wigh sress and intonation o secondary level in Bangladizh,
The sudy wes condustad o the SyBet Svision duing April o Dol 20132

Weywords: Imtermationa] Phenetic  Alphobet, Cosmunicative Lanpunge Teaching, Secondary School
Certifieate, Motber Tongue and Aspirated snd Unuspirated.

INTRODUCTION

As Communicative language Teaching (C1.T) heas been introduced at the sccondary level, students
should be more internctive and communicative in English whether in speaking and writing, Morzover,
the standard proounciation of any language is a beauty and an essential part that makes a balance in
understanding 1o the most people of its speakers. Withoat standard pronunciation any langunge loses its
beaury of speaking and listening as well as the power of good communication too.5o, standard
prosunciation is very important for one's communicative competence and it becomes very usefal when
someone is out of his or her own region. English ns a second or foreign langnage in Bangladesh has
been wsed for many days. Therefore the standard of English usage in our country is not sarisfactory.
Especially the standard of English in pronunciation is very poor. Sometimes the pronunciation which 15
msed by Bengali speakers is very ridiculous also, Generally, the teaching of English o a foreign
language in many territories of the world including Bungladesh give emphasis on reading and writing
skills ane lithe emphasis is given on listening amd speaking skills, However, very recenily, since the
introduction of communicative language teaching, a few years ago, in different levels of eduwcation,
espocially primary, sccondary and higher secondary levels where English is taught as & compulsory
subjece, the listening und speaking skills have been started in various styles which is contributing a little
to build up the students” standard pronunciation of Laglish, One thing seriously can be noticed that the
students of Bangladesh throughout the country have very good pission for learning English. But this is
a matter of repret that they not show as much passion for leaming English preauncistion as they show
in learning English languages. However this is ool the only couse for which the stsdents cannot lean
standard pronunciation but there arc spveral other services canses for which must of the tme e
sredents mispronounce English wonds, Sultana and  Arif (2007) have pointed out some TEASO05 af
mispronunciation for the Bengali leamers of English such as!

«  Tearners afe not conscions of the difference betwoen the letters and sounds of a word

e Leamers do pot give emphisis on the pronunciation of the sounds of a word when it is spelt

e Lenmers canmot foflow cither syllabic or phonological divisions of words properly

They alsn think {hat the non-native English users in Bangladesh wse various local dialects with difﬁ_:n:m
pronunciations and intersstions which intlucnce the use of English. In this context, Amin (2006) pomted
out & number of mherent problemns for the Bangladeshi speakers of English: )
& It s an interpersonal skill. One can listen, read and write on one’s own, But for speaking there
must be more than one person for inte7action. )
« Apat from mastery of the structures of the language, one must pay aitengion 1o
acceptable/comprehensible pronunciation. stress and infonation,

-

' Ausistant Professcs, Departnent of English, Sxiket Internachonal Dniveesity, SyThet, Banglndish,
[-mgil mehbubdud 1 Evahae.om
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e  Fyxposure to the lnguage and practice in it use are essential for speaking & languige. In
Eun_!l;ladurdl Toth are lacking,

+ In Bungladesh, the anly place where students can pragtice speaking English is educational
ingtitutions, In most schools, colleges and universities very few students speak m English.

s A longoepe i learned or acquired either for integrative or lstrumentsl needs. Bangladedhi
spesakers of English lock both these needs,

The mitin ohjeciives of the study are: i te demonstrale (e reasons of mispronunciation of secondary
level i to find out the problems in executing the svllabus tor teaching listening and speaking at S5C
level, iii. 1o shbow the real simarion of classcoom enviromment for leaming English proounciation iv, to
¢ome across the problems of o tescher in clasa room, v, to find out whether the recessary instnaments
are ovailoble to Jewrn pronunciation correctly and vi. te identify the mewsures thal can he mken to
pvercome the difficultics and barriers for karning Coglish standard pronanciation.

METHODOLOGY

The study 5 based on both primary and sccondary data. Primary data bas been collected by closely
nhserving English lenguase teaching classroams, discussing with teachers, students and educationists
who shared their vaheed opinions regarding this issue. Besides this, o gues(ionmaing has heen prepared
and supveyed on the students of secondary evel al different schools in Sylhet, Rescarchers have used
convenient sumpling procedure, Books and modern websites have extensively been used, Lxisting
Loglish syllabus of secondary level has been analyzed. The information has been analyzed lo assess the
prosent learning situabions in Danglsdesh and s impact on Bangladeshi learmers, The stedy was
conducted at the Sylhet division during April w Ociober 2002,

FINDINGS AND DISCLSSI0M

For picking up the problems of learning standard pronunciation a questionnaire (appeaded at the end of
this peper] has been served amumg the sudents of Secondary level of dilferent institnes of Sylhet
divigiom T the response to the first question 0% stedents qay that they are not familiar with TPA
symbols, On the otherwise only 10% stwdents are familiar with them, In the answer to the sscond
guestion only 100 students are afirmaotive to identify the difference beoween the ardeolation of Bengali
and Eaplish phonermes, O the oter band, 90% students are not able to distingeish them. In the
response to the thicd question %5% students say that they are not able (9 find words in trunscription from
English dictionary; even they do not know the definition and function of trangeription. Only 5% whe
are sudying in English medium schood are able (o do that, In the response to the fourth guestion 95%
students say thal they do not listen to English news on TV, Radie ele. reoularly. In opposite of the
muatler, only 5% students hear English news with moch enflussizsm. In the response to the fifth quesstion
25% students say that their teachers do not ke closs in English. And 5% students say that their
teachers ke classes in Lnglish which happen in urban areas, In the response o the sixth question 10%
students say that they are intereated m practicing speaking English amemg themselves in and outside the

In the feltowing lable there s the summary of the findings of questionnaire:

Kl 11||.|'§!|.|¢5.:'i|:ul- s | Yes [ Mo

L Do you knaw TPA sambols? 10% 9%
2. Do you idendify fhe differcnce between the nrriculntion of Bengali and Frglish phonemes? 108, S0
3. Lo yvea find words in tramscription from English dictionsn® EEIT
4. Dwyoa listen Fralich news mguiarly? i T
5. D yvur teschers inke cfise o English TH_',:I-H.a'r'I'r-":' ; f % BEe
b, Du yew talk with others in English i end outsidz classeoom? % 0%
T Do vou bave any scepe spenking in English af sehoal? 3 0% 9
fl Lo you have zmy 5|:-.'r|k.i|:,|__'- Ll . N T I

-:f&%!’ﬂrlr.l tm the other hand, 9% students are not interested. even thiey f.El.-.‘l shy and hesitate to speak
Loglish. In the resporse to the seventh question 90% stedents tell that they do ot have any ECOpC T
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practice spcaking in English in classroom with modesn amenities. Only 10%) sadents can et dipital
syslern ab school i practics speaking English. In the response 1o the sighth question 99% stedents say
that they do not have any speaking test at any level they have passed. Om the other hand 1% students
who are siudving in English medium seldom get o chance of speaking fest. Frum the ahove
questinamaine and my discussion with experts the following problems are assumed, And | have tried to

discuss these problems with probable solutions.

Louwareness of 1FA symhbols

The pronunciations of English words are conveyed by means of the International Plonetic Alphahet
{IrA), Thinking of non-native speakers of g languare, i 1886, & group of French and British language
teachers, led by the French linguiss Paul Fassy in order to invent such kind of alphabet which can be
used for any langeage o show exact promunciation of its vowels and consonants sooner imeented TPA
symb=ls which now a davs is used to show English standard pronumnciation in all kind English learning
sources, There are loely-four 1PA svmbols io English mstead for Iwenty-six letlers, According to
Amanullab (2003} letters sre written and are put dogether io compose words whereas TRA svmbols!
photemes are spoken or wsed in speech. B @ student feams [PA symbols he or she can ensily feam
stamdard pronunciation of English with the help of sudio, wideo recordings or individuals who can spoak
in standard pronuneiation, However, using [PA symbols is o very imporant effort to hold the sameness
in promenciation of any laopespee, But this is a maner of great regeer 1Bad in our couniry most on the
students are not acquainsed with [PA svmbols during their student 1ife cven in their professional English
feaching lile, 5o, he jpnorence of [PA symbols s a great problem for which the studsnts cannol speak
in stendard promuanciation of English.

The IPA Chart T
1'{!'-11::'!5 o — Muuath wp;i-:;[ horizcmealiy [ Mawh namower harizanbslly —
Mourch nimrenver verticntly . X i ; S
sleep fsliip! slip Sl baok Mtk hiwst Tt
T T T & a n
pecllly oAt vty Skt cup / k'md = R fwt Ao
Triphthoais | B D
LC] o1
et b SHY Ilg-:_-:!-ll_ B z ez
a o1 L
Tewer fjus’ by Mz no o
] nI il
b-.-ar.'lm'a.:_' e -~ - high hat! o Shan
Censomans | . __“ "__
It b L d dz k £
par: pan bam b rar S doy Adely  chal ARy judpeddstde  Rew o petped
f v B i 5 ’ ] 3
_fan TEnd  van/ van il find than Afmns  sip Akpe zip ¢ #lpe shiig I visken reland
m 13 1 h i r w i
might /matt’ pight/nait’  thing BigS  heipht hart! Tight Qany  right frarg while fwarl! ¥ J':E'I =
Regional imfluends

The influcnces of regional pronuncintion of own Jangeage's vowels and consonants is aoother greal
problem of Bangladeshi students, 11 oflen causes a mispronunciation of the letters as well as wonds of
English, For instance, most of the people of Sylhet Dhvision of Hangladesh often ungonssicusly
peanounce the lesier “p7 in an Loglish wesd by giving soand like “ph™ during their Inglish speaking.
Thus they also oflen pronounce the hetter *K° to “kb™, Howewer: it happens because of his or her
regional influence as heor she nalurally buaibds up the sound inco fis or her mind,
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DifMiculiy of pronuocintivn of monophthangs and diphthongs

The Bengall English leamers generally find the five long monepbithongs In lcaming English language,
sych a5 —ist, Aoz, (oo, and facd which are seriously problematic. If we notice we find that {0 emphasize
a point o express various emotional effects, Bengali vowels are lengthered 0 some degree. But the
Bengali vewel length is only phonetic, not phonologic, Besides, U Bengall speakers cammot essily and
authersically pronounce “schwa” /2’ as this phoneme is ahsent in Beogali linguage, So, Bengali leamers
apt hard in proounciation of English becawse these varied pronunciations of vowels are not that muh
eoercisesd in Dengali languoge. The learness also suffer ditficully in pronsuncing English diphthongs due
toy his or her mother Wwngue interference. The Eoglish language has eight diphthongs, cach of which i
combination of twa monophthongs one gliding into the other and naturally longer than a pure vowel. On
the other kand, in Benguli language there ore eighwen regular diphthongs which are characteristically
different and shorter than English diphihongs. As a result, the Bengall speaking leamers pronounce only
the firs part of 2 diphthone, for example, the word Tate' & pronounced like 'let.

Sylln bus larget

The wducational syilabus target of Bangladesh on English in government and non-government schools,
colleges, universities and ofher academic institutions equivalent to schools, colleges and universities are
not totally in Fevor of learning Standird English pronunciation al &ll. Though Communicative Language
leaching has been introduced @t sccondery and higher secondary level she teschers and teaching
cnvironment are 1ot up ta date. Basically, in our syllabus the importance is given on Resding ard
Writing, Speaking and Listening get a lithe importarsce, ‘There is no scope for promunciation practice.
And another worse thing is that in our syllabus the most importance also s given on memorization
cather than on understanding, So, because of poor mamsgement of our syilabus the learmers of English
language ure deprived seriously in learning English standard proaunciation in our country. As o resull,
even afler acquiring pood knowledge in English language the students of Bangladesh are nod belng able
to produce & good pronunciation of English,

Untraimed feachers

A further big problem for the students of Bangladesh is that most of the English teachers of schools,
college, universities and other academic institations equivalent 1o schools, college and universities have
no proper knowledge on pronunciation of English, Tt happens because twey sre untrained in English
langueage and they are not aware of the Tnternational Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) {an alphabet that i used
to show the pronuneiation of & languaps). Even sometimes it i found that the teacher whe teaches
English is actually has ne any degree on Faglish and is not perfect or sujtable for teaching English. Bui
we know cspecially from primary level to higher secondary level the Faglish teachers are most reliable
guide for English leaming all the time. They alio strictdy follow their fenchers” lessons and advise
regarding English. How cn the students learn the standord proaunciation or English which the teachers
aTe T Smart in prenumeiation on Bnglish,

Erremcous pronuncisiion on Enghlsh toxe books” noles

Anodher acare problem s the incorrect promunciation of English notes which mizload the stsdents
Enzlish learmers, As Fnglish notes play o vital rule in showing English proaunciation owr fative
languiage and students preatly rely on them these notes work like a disease to the studenls in leasming of
English pronuncisiion, 1T we look on English notes frem prioery level to higher secondary level even
sraduate 10 poat graduate level we will nut be able to find a single note of English which has better
written in standard proouncistion. Again popularity of using American geonuneiation on English notes
is # serious problem of Bangladesh, Lvery single netc remains very much pregnoant with American
English. Our national curriculum fellows only British English and text books ara alsn written in British
Erglish, Bul when a note is written on English text il mixes American English with British English
which makes confitsion among the siudents and mislcads the students by its pronunciation. Thus the
students Jewrn both promanciation of & word most of the time during their studies on Eaglish notes and
oice soffer from uncertainty as to whad procunciation they should wse during speaking of English.
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L'nawareness of stress amd intonstion

Srress and intonation are great problematic issues for Dengali learners lke the other torsign learners.
Siress memns prominence in promuncistion normally produced by four factors; “leudness” of vodce,
‘length’ of syllables, “pitch” related o the frequency of vibration of the vocal folds as well 8s to bow and
high tonc and “quality” of vowels (Roach. 2000, Unlike the Bengali language, the Engalish langruapee has
strong and weak forms. These strong and weak forms are shown by stress and intonation, Stress and
intomation are two essential aspects of the pronunciation of English wonds and utterances. Stress and
intonation help English speakers and listoners 1o understand the exact mesning of the words. With the
help of stress and intonation on words the force is shown by which English listeners can identify the
woeds expressed before him in whether noun, adjective, verb or in oiher parts of speech.
Huwewver, the Bongali speaking [earners face difficultios in using stress and intonation becanse these are
veried trom Benpali language according to zrammatical catepories. For example, 'sbstrect, condoes,
conract, contrasl, oport, incling, insult, perfect, present, produce, rehel, ot as verbs recelving stress
o the seeond svilables and os nouns on the fiest. But on the oller hand in Bengali language always the
stress is put on the first syllible 6 every word.

Wrong direction in Knglish to Bengali dictionary

To make ourselves clear shout an English word's mesining and pronuncistion we mastly depend on
English to RBenpali dictionaries which ore mostly composed by our native English teachers. These
dictionaries are towmlly pregnant with wrong diection by mispronunciations and mostly depend on
Americon proouncintion. However, we are to follow Hritish Lnglish promunciation and these
dictionaries are mod helpful at all in leaming English standard promumeialion becosse of their
mispronunciation and mixed prononciation of British and Americon Enclish pronunciations, Another
thing i that where all English word’s pronuociation is not posaible to be shows in Rengali alphabets
English to Bengali dictionarkes make an uncertain effort showing pronunciation instead of making the
promumcintion clear with explanation of the real facts. For instance the equivalent of “slvwa™ S (the 104
symbol) sound is mol present in our Bengall alphabets. Therelore it is shown in various wiys,

Confusion between British apd American English

Basicilly our schools, collepes, universifies” text books are written on Elish English even ouwr English
teachers mlze deliversd their locture on British English, We kmoey British and American both kinds of
Engtish are spoken widely throughout the world and both kinds of Ewglish bave been stood side by side
for long time, In Bangladesh both language alsa are spoken because of its side by side position. But
becanse of our ignorence of identification of British and American lainguage when we speak then bodh
langnages make conflict with each other and we cannot often understand in what kinds of words we speak.
Although moest of Brilish and American English words” prommeiation are mostly sume thecefore both
lunguages have their own style of pronunciation, For example, in British English *r° after vowel amd
befire comannant s not pronounced bd in American English it is pronounced, Al the same tme
Rangladeshi people ilso pronosnce “r™ as American people do, Hul we know besically we are the
followers of 1yritish English, Thus in many wiys we mixer British and American Fnglish carclessly when
we speuk which oficn makes us eonfused in muteal understamding during our production of sounds,

Missuiternnce of English consond ol sounds _
As the Bengali speaking leamer is naturally trained to articulive Bengali consonants ind as there arc a

lot of diffiences between Bengali and English consonants, Bengali bearners finds some difficulty in
pronunciation of & number Coglish consonumits in both production and perception. The J.!r,r:j.-,n]l_ Eangm%_m:
his twenty plosives, On the other hind the English Tangpage has six pbid kgl Lhe Bengali speaking
terner s used (o nsing both espirated and unaspirated sounds in his‘her mother Longue a5 1t hus separale
pspivated und uraspirated phonemes produging difference in nmanill'lg. Buit IlkrT- Bengali .lan_:_-,ua;;;n: the
Faglish lunguage hes ne comesponding sspirated plasives am:! the 1.--:+m-::ln:_e==:j= [dnsives fp L kfarc :-Jspuatcd_
in the initial position of the stressed syilable but weaspirated n oflee positions, h_g a resuli, t_hc chngalll
speaking learner cannot exactly pronaunce the aspirated :'||||:.I§'E-:!'II.'II:'II35 of English voicelsss plogives E bk
Thus the [rglich consemants which are absent in the Beapali EiIF!_I_-',I!.H.E,I: are difficul w !hﬂ Bengnli
speaking Tearnsr and negetively affeet the Mengali learners pronumeintion ad well ps perception,
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Clpssroom enviromment .
Ihe conditions of classrooms of Bangladesh are very poor and are not in favor of the stu:lentsl in
learning English 45 well as leaming Frglish pronunciation perfecily, Ihere are severnl causes which
negmtively affect the students and interference them in leaming perfectly. Eust_l;.-, the classrogmns arc oo
senall ta the large figures of srudents. Because of large figure sdenls the veice of the 1eachers conmol
reach fo (he students all the time, Secondly, the classrooms are nol comforable o the :tu-:b:amu Because
in most of the classes there are not enouph electric facililies, comfortable seat facilities ele, Thirdly,
{here ia lack of modarn amenities such as audios, videos facilities, carphone, computer, headplwone, desk
phone ele. in the classroem.

Hecommendations i

s The S8C curriculum should be made on the busis of ull-flodged syllabus of communicative
approach, More speaking and lisening uciivities should be inthided in the syllabus and practiced
iroch. In the examination thers should he speaking and listening fest, To Tn:lam proper
pronunctation the task an 1PA {Iniemational Phonetic Alphabet) symbols shu:lmld be mc!ud_ed in
the syllbus as students can study individually o in 8 proup proper prommeiation from English to
English diclixmay.

s The reachers should show the differcoce between the articulution of English and Bengali soands.

&  The studens should practice Standard English e BBC Fnglish.

« Ihe students should keep sway English 1o Bengali dictionary o learm pronuncistion of new
words.

e The stsdents should be habitsated to using to English to English diclienary in the class and
catiside the cliss.

s Spesking and listening should be arranged frequently.,
COMNCLUSHN

My study und analysis elearly indicate thut the students of secondary level in Bangladesh arc facine
comstraimts I leaming stendard pronunciation in English. They are ignorant of the English
promuncistion system; they have prablems of both L1 (Bengali) interference and the inflaence of focal
varieties while they o fo spesk English. Morcover, they lack the proper guidelines on English
promunciation. The motivating factors from all relevant quarters can only help them lo overcome the
impediments to pronunciation, The move should come not only from the educational institutions and
the government, but aleo from the guardians and the vigilant teschers. Tn another sense, for fulfilling the
moeto of Communicarive Languoge Teaching (CLT) as siudents should be communicative in English
and they shoald be goided and followed properly.
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